
Verner Panton’s Color Universe Recreated in 
the Newly Restored Cirkusbygningen 
(The Circus Building in Copenhagen) 
After five months of intensive restoration, Cirkusbygningen has once again opened its doors, 
ready to welcome the public into spectacular newly restored surroundings. The vestibule 
and the elegant foyer areas have been recreated as a visual universe, fully in line with Verner 
Panton’s original vision.

In close collaboration with Lundgaard & Tranberg Architects and Verner Panton Design AG, 
it has been possible to faithfully recreate Verner Panton’s original color and lighting scheme 
for the entrance, staircases, and foyer areas. With the addition of two newly designed bar 
areas, past and present now meet in a unique experience.

Verner Panton is one of Denmark’s most iconic designers and architects, internationally  
renowned for his unique use of colors, shapes, and materials, through which he created  
entire universes that still feel modern, attractive, and unmistakably “Panton.” In 1984, Panton 
designed Cirkusbygningen’s characteristic color and light concept, tailored to the building’s 
function. Today, this universe has been recreated and expanded with new elements.

“This is not just a renovation – it is the recreation of a colorful legacy that still feels ultra- 
modern,” says Christian Sunn, CEO of Wallmans and initiator of the overall restoration  
project. “We are proud to reopen with a design that both honors history and looks to the  
future – and which our guests will truly be able to feel and experience. The plan is to use the 
new foyer surroundings to create festive new experiences for our guests, as a supplement to 
our popular Dinnerparty and other events.”

Upon arrival at Cirkusbygningen, guests now enter a luminous green vestibule that opens 
into the characteristic red main foyer. From here, they access two side foyers leading to the 
brand-new Orange Bar and Purple Bar – architectural focal points where function, atmos-
phere, and design merge into a vibrant, sensory universe.

The new bars are furnished with classic Panton designs such as Cone Chairs, 430 barstools, 
the Pantonova series, Pantop and Topan lamps, and festive Fun spiral chandeliers. With their 
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striking colors, organic forms, and atmospheric lighting, the spaces invite both contem- 
plation and celebration – exactly in the spirit Panton envisioned when he developed his 
original color and light concept for Cirkusbygningen. The magnificent domed hall will hope-
fully be restored at a later stage.

Orange Bar and Purple Bar are central elements of the new foyer areas, offering lounge zones 
and a piano bar with singalong. Everything has been staged so that the arrival at Cirkus- 
bygningen is already an experience in itself – a visual and atmospheric total experience.

“We are truly delighted with how this project has been carried out. Everything has been 
developed in close dialogue and with great respect for my father’s original idea behind the 
interiors of Cirkusbygningen. The final result stands as one of the few remaining Verner 
Panton interior projects still accessible in real life,” says Carin Panton von Halem, Director of 
Verner Panton Design AG.

The restoration of the foyer areas is part of a larger project launched by Balder Denmark and 
Wallmans in April 2025. Developed in collaboration with Lundgaard & Tranberg Architects, 
the project combines careful restoration with modern comfort and new functions, optimi- 
zing for example ventilation and acoustics.
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Facts: Verner Panton & Cirkusbygningen

•	 1984: Verner Panton designs his original color and light concept for Cirkusbygningen’s foyer 
areas.

•	 1988: Cirkusbygningen is granted protected status – with Panton’s work included as part of the 
cultural heritage.

•	 2025: In collaboration with Carin Panton, Verner Panton Design AG, color experts from KT Color, 
and Lightscapes ApS, Panton’s original color and lighting concept for the vestibule and foyer 
areas is recreated – with updated furnishings that respect the original design language.

•	 Signature elements: Bold colors, organic lines, balanced lighting, and iconic designs such as the 
Cone Chair, Pantonova, and Fun spiral lamps.

Wallmans at Cirkusbygningen

•	 Built in 1886, Cirkusbygningen is the oldest circus building of its kind in Europe. The protected 
landmark is today owned by Balder.

•	 Wallmans Copenhagen has been based in Cirkusbygningen since 2004 and is currently presen-
ting the colorful Dinnerparty show KONFETTI.

•	 Wallmans A/S represents two brands: Wallmans and Cirkusbygningen. In addition to Wallmans 
Dinnerparty, Cirkusbygningen is rented out for corporate functions and also hosts other events 
(talks, lectures, etc.).

•	 Wallmans is part of Moment Group, one of Scandinavia’s leading experience companies, crea-
ting entertainment and events for more than 2 million guests annually.

Learn more at cirkusbygningen.dk and wallmans.dk

https://cirkusbygningen.dk/en/
https://wallmans.dk/en/

